
Meadow City Milestones:  A Collection of Historical Sketches 
By Alice H. Manning 

Printed by the Daily Hampshire Gazette, 1987 
 

Table of Contents 
Page   Article  
 
[i]   [Photo and Biographical sketch of Alice Manning] 
1-4 Navigation on the River 
5-6 Great Log Drives Provided Romantic Age Along River 
7-8 Remounting of Old Bell Recalls Florence’s Cosmian Hall 
9-10 Witches in the Connecticut Valley:  A Historical Perspective 
11-14 The Impossible Dream:  Northampton as a Seaport and Port of Entry 
15-16 Canal Gave Birth to Grand Old Mansion House 
17-18 Underground Railroad in N.E. Carried Slaves Through here on their Paths to Freedom 
19-22 The Day the Water Thundered Down Mill River 
23-24 Northampton Area:  Stage-Struck for More than 100 Years 
25-26 Academy Brings City Distinction in Dramatic Arts 
27-28 Amateur Drama Club Formed in Northampton in Early 1900s 
29-30 Childs Park, Reservation of Beauty Preserved in Northampton  
31-34 Notable Centennial in City’s History:  Great Bank Heist 
35-36 The People’s Institute:  Four Generations of Service 
37-38 Hurricane of ’38 is Still Remembered 
39-40 Northampton’s Laurel Park, Peaceful Domain for Religious Activities 
41-42 Courtroom Hassle is Continuing Story 
43-44 Courthouse After Courthouse – History was Sparked by Rebellion 
45-46 Courthouse Good for 100 Years, They Said 
47-48 Founding of Main Street (Pulaski) Park was Big Issue in its Day 
49-50 The Great Flood of 1936 
51-54 From cattle Show and Plowing Contest to a Full-Fledged Fair  
55-56 How the Great War Began and Northampton’s Part in it 
57-60 The Roaring ‘20s 
61-62 Training Waves:  When Northampton and Smith Played Host 
63-66 Northampton’s Beautiful Look Park:  A Living Memorial to a Generous Family 
67-68 Calvin Coolidge and His Ties to Northampton are Affectionately Recalled 
69-72 Peaceful Elm Street was at one Time a Thriving Industrial Center 
73- 74 Forbes Library Born 75 Years Ago Through a Generous Bequest 
75-76 Recalling Trolley Car Days Revives Warm, Nostalgic Era 
77-78 Loss of Northampton School for Girls Ends Long Era of Private Institutions in City 
79-82 Hampshire Bookshop – for Years a Living Cradle of Ideas 
83-86 The Eerie Whistle, the Smell, the Bouncing Ride 
87-90 Today’s Lonely Valley of Water, Once a Happy Place Called Home 
91-92 Mount Tom Summit House, Gay Sentinel of the Connecticut Valley 
93-94 A Fond Remembrance of the Venerable Vernon Street School 
  



Index 
Note:  the words Northampton and Florence were not 
indexed but appear in nearly every article 
 
Academy of Music 24, 25-26 
Adams, Maude 26 
Alcott, Bronson 8 
Alcott, Louisa May 8 
Alvord, Elisha 42 
Amherst College 67 
Anthony, Susan B. 8 
 
Bailey's Brickyard 70 
Bank robbery (Jan. 25, 1876) 31-14 
Barnet (ship) 1 
Barnum, P.T. 24 
Barrymore, Ethel 26 
Baseball 67 
Beecher, Henry Ward 24 
Belding Bros. Silk Mill 69 
Bell (Cosmian Hall) 7 
Bell (Courthouse) 44 
Bernhardt, Sarah 26 
Black River Academy (Vt.)67 
Bliss, Margaret 9 
Block, Adriaen 1 
Boston Police Strike (1919) 68 
Branch, Goody 9 
Brewster, Jonathan 16 
Bridgman, Sarah 9 
Bryant, William Cullen 40 
Burnham, Mary 78 
Burnham Classical School for Girls 78 
 
Cable, George W. 35, 47 
Cable car 92 
Canals 2, 11-14 
Carnegie, Andrew 25, 36 
Carnegie Hall 35-36 
Carr, Charlie 56 
Cheney, George 20 
Childs, Charles 30 
Childs Park 29-30 
City Council 68 
Clarke, Christopher 48 
Clarke School for the Deaf 68 
Clay, Henry 16 

Clerk of the Courts 68 
Coghlan, Rose 24 
Community sings 56 
Comstock, Ada 62 
Connecticut River 1, 5 
Connecticut River Railroad 39-40 
Connecticut Valley Chatauqua 40 
Connors, Billy 34 
Conwell, Russell 40 
Coolidge, Abbie 67 
Coolidge, Calvin 35, 36, 58, 59, 67, 68 
Coolidge, Grace Goodhue 62, 68 
Coolidge, John 67 
Coolidge, Victoria 67 
Cornerstone (courthouse) 45-46 
Cosmian Hall 7 
Courthouse 41-46, 68 
Cummington 18 
Cutter, Charles 74 
 
Daily Hampshire Gazette [i] 
Damon, Isaac 16, 44 
Dana, MA 88 
D.A.R. 30 
Day, Myron 20 
DeRose, Charles W. [i] 
DeRose, Peter [i] 
Dodd, Marion 79 
Douglass, Frederick 8, 18 
Driving Park 53-54 
Dunlap, Jim 34 
Dwight, Margaret 77 
 
Earle, Pliny 74 
Edson, William 31 
Elm Street School 94 
Emerson, Ralph Waldo 8 
Enfield, MA 87 
 
Fair 51-54 
Farm life 67 
Ferry 3 
Field, Henry 68 
Fire 44, 91 
Flood (May 18, 1874) 19-22 
Flood (March 1936) 49-50 
Florence Amusement Association 8 



Florence Civic and Business Administration 7 
Florence Dramatic Club 24 
Florence Grammar School [i] 
Forbes, Charles, 32, 73-74 
Forbes Library 73-74 
Foster, Stephen 24 
Free Congragational Society of Florence 7 
Frost, Robert 80, 82 
Fuess, Claude 67 
 
Garrison, William Lloyd 8, 24 
Gazette, Daily Hampshire [i] 
General Court 68 
Goodhue, Grace 68 
Gothic Seminary 77-78 
Governor 68 
Greeley, Horace 24 
Greenwich, MA 88 
 
Hadley 38 
Hammond, John C. 68 
Hammond and Field Law Office 68 
Hampshire Bookshop [i], 62, 79-82 
Hampshire County Courthouse 41-46 
Hampshire, Franklin and Hampden 

Agricultural Society 51-52 
Harding, Warren 68 
Hatfield 38 
Haunted house rumor 30 
Hawley, Joseph 43 
Haydenville 20 
Herbert, Victor 26 
Hill, Samuel L. 8, 18 
Hill Institute 8 
Hinckley, Samuel 11, 23 
Holden, William 41 
Holley, Jacob 48 
Holmes, Oliver Wendell 24 
Holway, Clarence 39 
Holyoke Street Railway Co. 92 
Home Culture Clubs 25, 35 
Hurd, Jarus 11 
Hurricane (Sept. 21, 1938) 37-38 
 
Kennedy, John J. 68 
Kilburn, Henry F. 45 
 

 
Langton, Hannah 9 
Laurel Park 39-40 
Leeds 21 
Leonard, John L 70-72 
Lewis, Mary 9 
Lieutenant Governor 68 
Lilly, Alfred T. 8 
Lind, Jenny 16, 24 
Log drives 5 
Longfellow, Samuel 8 
Look, Frank & Fannie 63-64 
Look Park 63-66 
Loud, Robert F. 20 
Lumber 6 
Lyman, Edward H.R. 25 
Lyman family 52 
Lyon, Mary 3 
 
MacLeish, Archibald 80 
Main Street (lower) 50 
Main Street Park 47-48 
Manning, Alice [i], 61 
Mansion House 15 
Massachusetts Senate 68 
Mass. Volunteer Militia 56 
Mayor 68 
McCallum, George 27 
McGinty, Mary 94 
McKinley, William 92 
Meadow City Milestones [i] 
Mill River dam 19 
Mill River flood (May 18, 1874) 19-22 
Millay, Edna St. Vincent 80 
Mount Tom Summit House 91 
Mountain Park 91 
 
New York City 85 
Nonotuck Silk Co. 72 
Northampton Amateur Players 27 
Northampton Association of Education and 

Industry 7, 18, 52 
Northampton Country Club 65 
Northampton National Bank 31-14 
Northampton-New Haven Canal 11-14 
Northampton Players 26, 27 
Northampton School for Girls 77 



Northampton Street Railway Co. 76 
 
Opera House 24 
 
Paper mills 5 
Parker, [Chief Justice] 44 
Parsons, Hugh 9 
Parsons, Joseph 9 
Parsons, Mary 9 
Pavlova, Anna 26 
People's Institute 35-36 
Phillips, Wendell 8 
Pinkerton Detectives 34 
Plymouth, VT 67 
Police 68 
Politics 67, 68 
Pomeroy family 15, 42 
Powell, Francis 27 
Prescott, MA 88 
Prindle, Josiah 48 
Prohibition 57-59 
Pulaski Park 47-48 
Pynchon, William 2, 9 
 
Quabbin Reservoir 87-90 
 
Randall, Mary 10 
Red Sox 67 
Republican 68 
Revere, Paul 44 
Riot 68 
River 1, 2, 3 
Rose, Henry T. 47 
Round Hill 68 
 
St. Johnsbury Academy (Vt.) 68 
School Board (Northampton) 68 
Scott, Bob 34 
Senate (MA) 68 
Shays, Daniel 44 
Shepherd, Thomas 11, 13 
Sias, Ray 56 
Skinnerville 21 
Slaves 17 
Smith College 56, 62 
Smith College alumnae 79 

Smith, Mary Byers 79 
Smith’s Ferry 3 
Sons of the American Revolution 68 
Spellman, O.G. 20 
Spring Grove Cemetery 63 
Springfield, MA 2 
Springfield District Camp Meeting Assoc. 39 
State Guard 68 
State Senate 68 
Stanton, Elizabeth Cady 8 
Stearns, Frank 68 
Stone, Lucy 8 
Strong, Caleb 43 
Summit House 91 
Swift River Valley 87-90 
 
Theater 23-24 
Three-County Fair 53 
Town Hall 24 
Trains 83-84 
Trolley cars 75 
Truth, Sojourner 18 
 
Underground Railroad 17 
Underwood, Herbert 62 
Union Station 83 
 
Valentino, Rudolph 26 
Vermont, Plymouth 67 
Vernon Street School 93-94 
Veterans Administration Hospital 58 
 
Warner's Meadow 63 
Warner Silk Mill 71 
Watson, Henry 29 
WAVES 61-62 
Webster, Mary 10 
Webster, Daniel 16 
Whittelsey, John 31 
Williams Street 50 
Williamsburg 20 
Williamsburg Reservoir Company 19 
Witches 9 
World War I 55, 68 
 
York, Alvin C. 56

 


