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“Where ever the cause of liberty is making its way, one of its highest accomplishments
is the guarantee of the freedom of the press”

— Calvin Coolidge
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By RUSS CARRIER

O ne of the amazing aspects
about living in Massachusetts
is that most communities, re-

gardless of their size, have a free pub-
lic library. It is impossible to calculate
the positive impact that these li-
braries have had since the initial ones
were established in the first half of the
19th centur y.

I think we can all agree on how
lucky we are to have a library of the
size and quality of Forbes in our com-
munity. We have a lot of folks to thank
for that, beginning with the foresight
and generosity of the library’s
founder Charles Forbes himself. For-
tunately, since the opening of the li-
brary in 1894, the trustees, adminis-
tration, and staff together have
striven to make a visit to the library
more than just about circulating ma-
terials and research.

In fact, they always envisioned
that a visit to Forbes should also be
an experience to be savored and re-
membered long afterward. This
dream commenced with the decision
to design and construct a building
that was not only unique and incredi-
bly beautiful, but also quite remark-
able in size, given Northampton was
just half its current population at the
time of its construction.

Over the decades, through gifts
and purchases, the library acquired a
strong collection of circulating and
research materials as well as many
beautiful works of art and fine fur-
nishings. To paraphrase former li-
brary director Blaise Bisaillon,
Forbes became a place not only to
read, conduct research, and study,
but also a place for patrons to browse,
admire, reflect and enjoy.

However, despite using the term
free, we all know that the many and
varied services the library offers are
really not without cost. The library’s
total operating budget for the coming
fiscal year will grow to over $1.5 mil-
lion. Some folks may not be aware of
this fact, but Forbes Library is not
now and in fact has never been a de-
partment of our city government. In-
stead, Judge Forbes envisioned a
rather unique relationship between
the library and the city back in the

late 19th century that is still in place
t o d a y.

On one hand, the city is legally re-
sponsible for the maintenance of the
building, covering all the operational
expenses of the library, and replacing
the building if destroyed by fire or
other natural disasters. However,
Forbes is actually a public charitable
trust owned and managed by an inde-
pendent board of trustees who are
elected by the citizens of Northamp-
ton.

While the city is required to cover
the operating expenses of the library,
there are a number of things that
make Forbes the special place it is to-
day that are not currently covered by
city taxpayers. Among them are all
circulating materials, technology
purchases and updates, programing
expenses, professional development
for the staff, special collections devel-
opment and restoration, legal fees,
strategic planning expenses, small
but significant maintenance projects
and improvements which make the li-
brary so special, marketing costs, and
providing small amenities for the
staff that help make Forbes a little bit
better place to be employed.

As a result, in the short term to
cover these important expenses, the
trustees depend on the income from
the library’s endowment, the effort
and generosity of the Friends of
Forbes Library, donations received
during our two yearly appeals, Li-
brary Giving Day and the Library An-
nual Fund, as well as the much appre-
ciated unsolicited gifts that periodi-
cally come our way.

In the long run to make sure fu-
ture generations continue to have a
great public library at their disposal,
the trustees have recently estab-
lished the Charles Forbes Society. For
those who are considering end of life
planning and want more information
about joining the Charles Forbes  So-
ciety, please contact Lisa Downing,
the library director, at 413-587-1016 or
ldowning@forbeslibrary.org. All do-
nations to Forbes, regardless of their
size, are needed and help to make
Forbes Library the special place it is.

Russ Carrier is the president of
the board of trustees of Forbes Li-
brar y. 

Forbes Library
needs you now
more than ever 
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By CAMILLE CAMMACK

Imagine you are a wiggly,
bright-eyed kindergartner sit-
ting in a circle with 24 class-

mates. You have just been encour-
aged by your teacher to look them
in the eye and greet them “p r o p-
erly ” saying, “Hello, I’m using my
right hand to shake your right
hand.”

You do this because, according
to the Appleseeds curriculum be-
ing used by your teacher, “Shaking
hands teaches American social
skills.” Although you know all your
letters and can write some words,
you will spend the next 30 minutes
sitting on the floor while you orally
blend sounds and review letter
names and rhyming words.

This will be followed by 20 min-
utes spent reading the following
story together as a class: “Kit’s
Pants Kit had red pants. Kit’s

pants got lost at camp. Kit’s mom
got mad at Kit. Kit’s mom can’t
stand lost pants.”

In the time you are in kinder-
garten, you will read five sets of
stories like this one. Four of these
will have white main characters
and all will feature families with
one mom and one dad. You will see
no images of people like yourself in
the Appleseeds student reading
materials. You will see no families
like yours in the stories you read.

Appleseeds is adapted from the
Core Knowledge Foundation mate-
rials originating with E.D. Hirsch.
The Core Knowledge Foundation
materials are open-source and can

be used for free. Appleseeds is de-
signed to teach reading in grades
K-2. The Appleseeds materials
used in Massachusetts come from
the Tennessee Department of Edu-
cation version of these materials.

The Massachusetts Department
of Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation (DESE) is offering Apple-
seeds, including printed materials,
free of charge to all school districts
in the commonwealth. This is part
of the early literacy project under-
taken by DESE to close the read-
ing achievement gap.

In selecting this curriculum,
DESE has invoked terms like “e v i-
dence based,” “science of reading,”

and “high-quality ” to justify its
choice. But although the early liter-
acy project also includes a commit-
ment to culturally and linguistically
sustaining teaching, this choice of
curriculum conflicts with that idea
both in content and approach.

We have made DESE aware of
the problematic nature of this cur-
riculum, and they have removed
some stories, including one called
“Wong from Hong Kong,” a story in
which a “g r a n” brings back a black
snake called Wong from her travels
to Hong Kong. While we appreciate
the effort, the underlying problems
with the curriculum remain.

What is happening here is part

of a growing movement across the
United States, fueled by popular
media such as Emily Hanford’s
podcast, “Sold a Story.” This move-
ment cherry-picks research and
uses rhetoric like “evidenced-
based” to advance particular politi-
cal purposes and move decision-
making out of the hands of teach-
ers and researchers.

As a result, young children will
spend hours in school with curricu-
lum like Appleseeds. Is this what
we really want for our children in
Massachusetts?

Camille Cammack is program
coordinator for early childhood ed-
ucation at UMass Amherst. This
was written in collaboration with
Maria José Botelho, also a faculty
member in the UMass Department
of Teacher Education, and Deb
Patterson, an education professor
at Western New England Univer-
s i t y.

Wrong turn for early reading curriculum
GUEST COLUMN

Disturbed by hospital burning wood

I was very disturbed to read in the March 21 Daily
Hampshire Gazette that Cooley Dickinson Hospi-
tal is partially heating the hospital by burning

wood!
I am a long-term patient at the hospital. In the

same issue of the Gazette was a long article from the
U.N. on the climate change crisis. Basically, in order
to survive we humans need to stop burning up things
that put carbon dioxide into the air. And it is a sur-
prising idea that the hospital is creating the very dis-
eases it treats.

Air pollution causes ischemic heart disease,
stroke, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
(COPD), lung cancer and acute lower respiratory in-
fections in children. What is the hospital thinking,
burning the very thing that helps us with climate
change — trees? They do a wonderful job of taking
CO2 out of the air and providing the nature that we all
love and appreciate.

I would like to suggest the hospital investigate
geothermal energy. Several of the local colleges have
begun geothermal projects for their campuses. The
Inflation Reduction Act and other state and federal
incentives go a long way to financing this old/new
form of energy.

JOHN HOWARD
South Hadley

Although the early literacy project also includes a commitment to
culturally and linguistically sustaining teaching, this choice of curriculum

conflicts with that idea both in content and approach.
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Forbes Library in Northampton dates to 1894.

Burning wood fans flames
of climate change

O f the many human activities causing global
warming, burning wood ranks near the top
for destructiveness and sheer stupidity.

Here we have governments giving carbon cred-
its — literally paying people — to grow trees and
preserve forests so that these living organisms can
do their critical work absorbing carbon dioxide, the
principal greenhouse gas, and storing it away in
the form of wood and other biomass; and the
Gazette prints a front page headline reading, “A
place for wood in state’s green future?” [March 21]
suggesting that the practice of burning wood and
putting all of that CO2 back in the atmosphere is
somehow environmentally beneficial.

Are you nuts? Yes, you can “clean up” the prob-
lem of particulates in wood smoke; but that is not a
principal cause of global warming: If you burn, you
liberate greenhouse gases — this is what “bur n-

Presentation will explore area’s
history of enslavement, racism

In December 2022, the Easthampton City Council
passed a resolution in support of the federal govern-
ment’s bill to create a commission to research en-
slavement and systemic racism from 1619 to the pre-
sent, as well as “recommend appropriate remedies.”

The resolution was sponsored by City Council
President Homar Gomez and Councilor Koni Den-
ham as a means for Easthampton “to acknowledge,
condemn and express regret for the role past resi-
dents throughout the Valley played in the enslave-
ment of Black individuals, and recognize the ongoing
detrimental impacts experienced by the Black resi-
dents of Easthampton as a result of the enslavement
of their ancestors.”

Councilors Gomez and Denham stressed the ne-
cessity of providing educational opportunities for
Easthampton residents to understand their com-
munity ’s history and role in enslavement and be-
yond. As a first step, the City Council and Commu-
nity Relations Committee of Easthampton invite
you to attend a special learning opportunity, “S l a v-
ery and Emancipation in the Connecticut River Val-
l e y. ” Springfield College Assistant Professor of His-
tory Ian Delahanty will share recent findings on the
largely buried history of enslavement of Black and
Indigenous people in our area.

Professor Delahanty’s presentation will enable us
to gain a better understanding of the factors that
shaped and continue to influence the lives of en-
slaved people and their descendants in our region.

All are invited to this free program taking place on
Monday, March 27, at 6 p.m. at the Municipal Building
at 50 Payson Ave. in Easthampton.

HOMAR GOMEZ, PRESIDENT
Easthampton City Council

ing,” also known as oxidation, does.
Right now, we need every tree we have — and

we need the wood of dead trees to remain as wood
for as long as possible to minimize atmospheric
greenhouse gases. Biomass power generation and
heating liberates massive amounts of greenhouse
gas, further fueling climate change, period. It is no
different than oil or natural gas and destroys
trees.

DANIEL LEVY
Nor thampton
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